[image: image1.wmf]What is Special Education? 

or 

What Is Required on an IEP for a Child to be Considered a Special Education Student?

In state law, special education means “the adjustment of the environmental factors, modification of the course of study, and adaptation of teaching methods, materials, and techniques to provide educationally for those children who are gifted or disabled to such an extent that they need specially designed instruction in order to receive educational benefit. . .”
A.R.S. 15-761 (31)


key concepts:
► 
adjusting environmental factors


►
modifying course of study


►
adapting teaching methods, materials, and techniques


►
designing special instruction

In the state board rules, special education teacher means “a teacher holding a special education certificate from the Arizona Department of Education.”
R7-2-401 (B)(24)

And the rules also state in the IEP section that “Each IEP of a student with a disability shall stipulate the provision of instruction or support services by a special education teacher, certified speech/language therapist, and/or ancillary service provider(s), as appropriate.”
R7-2-401 (F)(4)


key concepts:
►
instruction services (special ed., speech, or ancillary service)

► 
support services (supports for school personnel or possibly, instructional aids and services)

► 
special education teacher, certified speech/language therapist, and/or ancillary service provider

Ancillary services is discussed in state law. It states, “If a pupil with a group B disability does not receive special education instructional services but receives at least on ancillary service, the pupil shall be considered a special education pupil for the group B funding. . . .” In that subsection, ancillary service means “physical therapy, occupational therapy, orientation and mobility training, sign language interpretation services, or a full-time aide needed for an individual pupil to benefit from the pupil’s education program as specified in the pupil’s IEP.” 
A.R.S. 15-769 (D)

Missing from this section is what disabilities are included in group B. Group B disabilities are: autism, hearing impairment, moderate mental retardation, multiple disabilities, multiple disabilities with severe sensory impairment, orthopedic impairments, preschool severe delay, severe mental retardation, and emotional disabilities for school age pupils enrolled in private special education programs or in school district programs for children with severe disabilities or visual impairment.
A.R.S. 15-901 (A)(11)



ancillary services:


group B:


key concepts:
►
physical therapy
►
autism


►
occupational therapy
►
hearing impairment or visual impairment


►
orientation and mobility training
►
moderate or severe mental retardation


►
sign language interpretation
►
multiple disabilities w/ or w/out 


►
full-time aide

severe sensory impairment




►
orthopedic impairment




►
preschool, severe delay
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