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Dear Parents/ Guardians of Solomon School,

On July 14, 2020 the Solomon School Board approved our plan to reopen our school.

During the school shut down we worked hard to help student be successful but it made the learning curve difficult on all of us.  We have gathered input from you the parents and staff hoping to answer your questions thru this packet.

The Governor has said schools will open their doors on August 17th.  Our school calendar shows we will start distance learning on August 5th.  Teachers will be calling you and your child the first and second week introducing themselves and conveying the plan.

Moving from distance to in-person learning on August 17th most likely won’t just occur one time; it could happen multiple times through the year.  In addition, August 17th is not a hard date - admitted by The Governor himself.  It could extend OR shorten; quite frankly, it is a moving target.  We have to prepare for the most difficult of situations and adjust to what we can in the present for our students and our families.

I want to address some of the major differences between last quarter’s “at home learning” model, and preparing for distance learning this year.  As I mentioned before, we did an amazing job adjusting to unprecedented circumstances in a short amount of time.  Now, we have to take what we have learned and what we do know and actually create the best learning environments possible for our students and families.  What might this mean?

ACCOUNTABILITY
· Students will receive grades and be held accountable for what they complete AND what they choose not to complete.  This will be different from last quarter and will require an increased commitment to learning and students submitting their work in all subject areas.
· Our students will start this school year knowing their work counts, whether it is assigned in the classroom or in the virtual, distance learning classroom.
PLANNING
· Teachers are planning NOW to present instruction in various ways to help our students learn what they need to know.
· We are planning various ways to deliver instruction.  Some options will be:
· Recorded lessons so students can watch them when THEY have access to a computer and Internet.
· Packets along with conference calls for students who don’t have Internet access.
· Utilizing Google Classroom and student email.  
· Using our online curriculum resources built into our adopted curriculum.



This new normal will require us to be flexible, move smoothly in and out of various learning and teaching environments, and approach our students, families and each other with understanding, concern, and cooperation.  Thank you for your support and partnership.  TOGETHER, we will help students learn and be the best they can be.  Our teachers are doing their very best and we appreciate your support for our staff. 

If the Governor elects to not open on August 17th we will reassess our plan.

Please feel free to contact the school with any questions or concerns you may have.

Respectively yours,


Kevin W. England
